INSIDE THE TYPE 23 FRIGATE

Safety net

EH101 Merlin anti-submarine helicopter
Folding rotor blades and tail pylon
Flight deck and landing grid

Twin rudders

Starboard propeller

Propeller shaft and bearing housings
Aft mooring bollards

Life raft stowage

Flight deck lighting

Emergency position beacon

12 Pilotage position

13 Portable television antennae

14 Hangar

15 Mainmast

16 UHF Antennae

17 Aft Seawolf tracker

18 Hangar deck air treatment unit

19 Aft refuelling-at-sea winch

20 Air treatment unit

21 Technical office and information centre
22 Aft fuel tanks

23 Ship control centre

24 Motor gear room
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Propeller shaft disc brake

Workshop

Starboard main reduction gearbox
Rigid inflatable boat, port and starboard
Boat davit

Director sight

Magnetic compass

Communications antennae cables
Exhaust vents

Main engine and gas turbine room venting
exhausts

Intake filters

Main engine intake plenum

30mm cannon, port and starboard
Accommodation ladder stowage

Gas turbine room

Stabiliser

Hull stabilising strake

Twin Rolls Royce Spey gas turbine main
engines

Forward Auxiliary machinery room
Twin diesel generators

Operations room annex

Sonar display room, operations room to port
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Main communications office
Scrambling net

Forward life raft stowage
Refuelling-at-sea reception rig

380mm signal projector, port and starboard
SCOT antenna, port and starboard
Diesel generator exhaust shroud
Foremast

Antenna pantograph

ESM Antennae

Search radar

Wind speed and direction anemometer
Navigation radar

Forward Seawolf tracker

Electronic warfare office

Forward tracker office

Seagnat launcher
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254mm signal projector, port and starboard
Swimmer of the watch hoist, port and
starboard

Officers’ cabins

Starboard main and emergency lights
Chart room

Bridge

Commanding Officer’s day cabin and dining
room

Officers’ heads

Petty Officers’ recreation space

POs’ cabins

Forward fuel tanks

Baggage store

Missile efflux deflector

Harpoon missile launchers; eight missiles

Ships’ badges of the 4th (Portsmouth) and 6th (Devonport) Frigate Squadrons

3rd Cutaway in the series
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THE ROYAL NAVY’S Type 23 frigate is one
of the most advanced warships in service
today.

Designed for an anti-submarine role, the
ship’s superstructure is angled to minimise
radar reflections, shrinking her 133m hull to
the size of a fishing boat in the enemy’s
radar.

Her CODLAG (combined diesel electric and
gas turbine) Rolls Royce, Paxman and
GEC propulsion plants provide quiet power
during long-range sonar detection and
tracking, but can push the 4,200-tonne ship
to speeds in excess of 28 knots.

The Type 23, or Duke-class, frigates have a
range of powerful sensors to communicate
and detect the enemy in the air, on the
surface or beneath the waves.

Information from sensors is fed into the
ship’s sophisticated BAeSEMA command
system which, like other systems on the
ship, is capable of incorporating advances
in technology throughout its active life.

The ship’s response to a threat could be to
launch a Harpoon or Seawolf missile, fire
torpedoes or the main 4.5in gun, or to

launch her Merlin helicopter to detect and
attack an enemy vessel.

For such a large vessel, the ship’s company
of just under 190 is a graphic
demonstration of the type of lean-manning
required of RN ships today.

Two shipyards, Yarrow’s of Glasgow and
Swan Hunter of Wallsend-on-Tyne, were
given the responsibility of building the
class, with Yarrow’s accounting for 12 of the
16 ships.

The ships of the 4th and 6th Frigate
Squadrons, with pennant numbers are:
HMS Argyll (F231); HMS Grafton (F80);
HMS Iron Duke (F234); HMS Kent (F78);
HMS Lancaster (F229); HMS Marlborough
(F233); HMS Monmouth (F235); HMS
Montrose (F236); HMS Norfolk (F230);
HMS Northumberland (F238); HMS
Portland (F79); HMS Richmond (F239);
HMS St Albans (F83); HMS Somerset
(F82); HMS Sutherland (F81) and HMS
Westminster (F237).

The ships’ badges, also in alphabetical
order, are displayed at the foot of the page.

Vertical Seawolf missile silo; 32 missiles
Senior ratings’ heads

Forward air treatment unit

Sonar equipment room

Sports locker

Beer and spirit store

Gun room

Ammunition hoist

Gunring mechanism

Vickers 4.5in gun

88 Anchor capstans

89 Forward mooring bollards

90 Jackstaff with forward mooring light
91 Towing cable eye

92 Twin anchors

93 Sonar housing
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